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Spring is in the air! How 

lovely to see the daffodils 

brightening up our gardens 

and the promise of warmer 

weather. This year the 

changing season brings 

other changes for our 

school. After the Easter 

holidays I shall be moving on 

to lead another school and 

Julie Baldwin, seen below 

(by Raphael, aged 6!), will be 

taking on the role of Head 

Teacher.  

 

Throughout this edition are 

pictures of Julie drawn by 

the children. We all wish her 

every success as the school 

moves into its next stage of 

development. 

As always, school has been 

very busy and there is lots 

of news to share with 

everyone.  

High standards in literacy 

Gill Clarke, our School 

Improvement Partner 

visited in December and 

noted Literacy as a 

significant strength for our 

school, especially standards 

achieved in Writing. We 

were delighted with this 

external view of our 

children’s achievements. 

Well done to all of the 

staff! 

 

first hand 



Financial Management 

We are pleased to announce 

that we have now officially 

met the new national 

standards for financial 

management in schools 

(FMSiS). I believe we were 

the second primary school in 

Milton Keynes to meet this 

standard and I should like to 

thank Mrs Christie for her 

continued hard work and 

energy in this area. 

 

• By Connie (aged 6) 

FOCS 

A big thank you to FOCS for 

kindly agreeing to fund our 

library refurbishment and 

new climbing equipment on 

our playground. The children 

(and teachers!) are very 

excited about these new 

projects and will benefit 

enormously from the new 

resources. The climbing 

equipment is due to be 

installed at the end of this 

term but the library will 

take a little longer.    

After School Clubs  

We continue to work closely 

with Acorn Nursery and are 

offering 3 clubs again this 

term - French, Cooking and 

Craft. The children are 

enjoying their enriched 

extra-curricular activities. 

School lunches 

Acorn Nursery now cooks 

our school lunches and the 

change in provider has been 

very much appreciated by 

the children and parents. 

Significantly more children 

are now enjoying a hot meal 

at lunch time. It feels very 

satisfying to keep the 

business in the hands of our 

own community – a thank you 

after school clubs continue 

to flourish.  My grateful 

thanks as Chair to all the 

our governors who continue 

to work so hard in sharing 

the load and supporting the 

school. 

Remember, if you are 

interested in becoming a 

governor, please contact 

either the school or the 

local authority, who can give 

you more information.  Being 

a governor is a very 

rewarding job and 

Castlethorpe School is an 

excellent school providing a 

first rate education.   

Catharine Turner 

Chair of Governors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registering your child 

If you want to register your 

child with the school, please 

contact the school 

secretary, Mrs Christie, as 

soon as possible.  You don’t 

have to wait until your child 

is four to let us know about 

them – in fact, the earlier 

the better.  Give the school 

a ring today on 510342   or 

email: 

CastlethorpeF@Milton-

keynes.gov.uk  

 

• By Jamie (aged 7) 
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open to us, including another 

partnership with a local 

school, the governors 

decided to appoint Julie as 

Acting Head Teacher for a 

period of 4 terms.  

As Teaching Head, Julie will 

spend half her time in the 

classroom and half 

undertaking the duties 

associated with Head 

Teacher. 

 

• By Nadiya (aged 7) 

  This leaves a vacancy for a 

part-time teacher, and we 

are delighted to announce 

that we have appointed Mrs 

Marie-Claire Parsons to that 

role.  We look forward to 

welcoming her when she 

starts with us next term.   

Children of years 1 and 2 

took part in the interview 

process by putting the three 

interviewees through their 

paces in the classroom over 

a period of two days.  Far 

from being unsettled by the 

experience, the children 

took it all in their stride. 

They were a great 

advertisement for the 

school and we are all very 

proud of them. 

Elsewhere, governors have 

been working hard 

supporting the school in 

other areas.  We were very 

proud of the result of the 

Financial Management in 

Schools (FMSiS) audit – not 

an easy experience for the 

staff involved, so our thanks 

for their patience and hard 

work.  The change in 

provider of our cooked 

school lunches has proved an 

enormous success and the 

to Zoe and Faye for taking 

up the mantle at such short 

notice and making it such a 

success. 

 

• By Nadiya (aged 7) 

Small Schools Conference-

ICT 

Staff attended this 

conference in November and 

came away with renewed 

enthusiasm. New digital blue 

movie makers have been 

purchased with more 

sophisticated features so 

now more children can use 

the cameras at different 

levels. Directly after the 

conference Class 2 

completed some especially 

successful animation work to 

support the History 

curriculum. The children  

were very proud of their 

creations. 

As the term draws to a 

close there is still much to 

look forward to. This month 

we have celebrated Book 

Week and a wide variety of 

book related activities have 

taken place, including a 

fancy dress parade with the 

pupils dressed as their 

favourite fictional 

characters. We soon begin 

our Easter celebrations and 

look forward to parading 

around the village on March 

19th at 9.00am wearing our 

Easter Bonnets- do look out 

for us and give us a wave! 

Elsa Steel, Headteacher 

A note from Friends of 

Castlethorpe School….. 

Thank you to all who helped 

with the events before 

Christmas; the party was a 



big success and the Panto 

seems to have been enjoyed 

by one and all. 

With Christmas now well out 

of the way it is time for 

FOCS to look ahead and 

start planning our events 

throughout the year.  

Before Easter the children 

will be doing a sponsored 

activity which is a 50/50 

fundraiser along with 

Cheeky Monkeys, the Great 

Ormond Street Children’s 

Leukaemia Research Charity.  

Please do encourage them 

with your sponsorship! 

On 10th and 11th May we will 

be collecting again for Bags 

2 School.  Thanks to 

everyone for making it such 

a success last year; I’m sure 

we can do even better this 

time!!! Please start 

collecting your old clothing, 

bedding, curtains, soft toys, 

shoes, belts and handbags 

ready for the delivery of 

your bag.   

If bags weren’t enough for 

one weekend, we thought a 

spot of dancing would round 

it off … so don those 

dancing clothes and head out 

to the village hall on 

Saturday 10th May for a 

Disco Through the Decades 

(dress for the decade of 

your choice), or just prop up 

the bar.  Tickets are  £5 

and are available from 

Jackie Cheshire (tel 

510620), Sam King (tel 

511531), or Rachel Barker 

(tel 516438).  

This year we have decided 

to hold a Race Night, date 

to be confirmed (possibly 

mid November).  So if you 

fancy a little dabble on the 

horses then come along!  

More information on this 

event will be coming soon. 

As Elsa has already 

mentioned, the fruits of our 

fundraising labours will soon 

be evident in both the 

playground and the school, 

with new play equipment and 

the development of the 

library, We are now raising 

money to provide some new 

books. 

Thanks again for all the 

support you have given 

FOCS and Castlethorpe 

School. 

Jackie Cheshire  

Chair of F.O.C.S  

 

• By Alex aged 7 

A note from the 

Governors…  

What a busy term!  As you 

will have seen from Elsa’s 

letter, she is moving on to 

another school at the end of 

term.  Whilst we will be very 

sorry to see her go, we are 

also very excited for her at 

this opportunity to further 

her career.  Elsa has been at 

Castlethorpe School for 

nearly three years and has 

overseen many positive 

changes during her time 

with us.  As you know, Elsa 

has also been head of 

Emberton School during 

that time – we have shared 

her in a partnership, and 

that has also been a very 

positive experience.  Thank 

you Elsa for all your hard 

work – you will be missed. 

Since the news of Elsa’s 

departure, continuity in 

staffing at the school has 

been a priority for the 

governors. The problem is 

that there is a shortage of 

head teachers, especially 

those prepared to take up 

the specific challenges of a 

teaching head role.  We 

were therefore delighted 

that our own excellent 

deputy head, Julie Baldwin, 

was prepared to take up the 

challenge. Having carefully 

considered all the options 


